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From Publisher’s Weekly: 

What per-
fect timing 
for this 
optimistic, 
uplifting 
debut 
novel (and 
maiden 
publication 
of Amy 

Einhorn's new imprint) set 
during the nascent civil 
rights movement in Jackson, 
Miss., where black women 
were trusted to raise white 
children but not to polish the 
household silver.  

Eugenia “Skeeter” Phelan is 
just home from college in 
1962, and, anxious to be-
come a writer, is advised to 
hone her chops by writing 
about what disturbs you. The 
budding social activist be-
gins to collect the stories of 
the black women on whom 
the country club sets relies 
and mistrusts enlisting the 
help of Aibileen, a maid 
who's raised 17 children,  
and Aibileen's best friend 
Minny, who's found herself 
unemployed more than a  
few times after mouthing      
off to her white employers.  

The book Skeeter puts together 
based on their stories is scath-
ing and shocking, bringing 
pride and hope to the black 
community, while giving 
Skeeter the courage to break 
down her personal boundaries 
and pursue her dreams.  

Assured 
and lay-
ered, full 
of heart 
and his-
tory, this 
one has 
bestseller 
written  
all over it.  
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April 11, 2010 marked the 
introduction of our first ever 
Stay At Home and Read a 
Book “non-event” fundraiser. 
This fundraiser was held in 
conjunction with National 
Library Week. 

services and materials of our 
two libraries. 

Because of its success, we 
will definitely be presenting 
it again next year.  Our Lake-
wood libraries, (Angelo M 
Iacoboni and George Nye, 
Jr.) convey their appreciation 
to everyone that participated. 

A colorful invitation with a 
teabag enclosed, was mailed 
out to all FoLL members, 
encouraging them to stay 
home, relax, read a book, 
have a nice cup of hot tea 
and make a donation to the 
Friends of the Lakewood 
Libraries.   

All of this in lieu of getting 
dressed-up, driving some-
place, purchasing a ticket, 
buying raffle tickets, paying 
for parking, and so on.  

To date, this fundraiser has 
garnered $1,600 and seems 
to have been a big hit with 
all our “Friends”!  The 
money that was raised will 
be used to enhance the pro-

Angelo Iacoboni Library                  George Nye, Jr. Library 
4990 Clark Avenue   6600 Del Amo Boulevard 
Lakewood, CA 90712-2676  Lakewood, CA 90713-2206 
(562) 866-1777   (562) 421-8497 
 

              Hours:     Hours: 
Mon – Thurs        10 – 8                  Sun – Mon        CLOSED 
Friday             10 – 6  Tues – Wed       12 – 8 
Saturday              10 – 5  Thurs – Fri        12 – 6 
Sunday               1 – 5   Saturday            10 – 5 
 

FoLL Website:  lakewoodlibraryfriends.org 



June Corner 
 
Saturday, June 26th, the City of Lakewood will celebrate July 4th with their 
Annual Block Party and spectacular fireworks show.  The Friends of the Lake-
wood Libraries (FoLL) will host  the "Taste of Lakewood" portion of the event, 
which includes 20 food booths.  Guests will be also be entertained with live 
music by LA Allstars. 
 

The City will close Clark Avenue, between Del Amo and Candlewood, all day 
for this celebration.  There will be a Family Fun Zone for the kids and a Bever-
age Garden for guests over 21.  
 

We are currently finalizing agreements with restaurants and specialty food       
vendors, all of whom will donate a minimum of 50% of their proceeds from the 
event.  Listed below are those who indicated their commitment to participate         
in this year's Taste of Lakewood: 
 

Albertson's     Bakker's Cookies          
Baskin-Robbins    Black Angus             
California Pizza Kitchen        Chipotle Mexican Grill                          
Corner Bakery     El Pollo Loco                      
Foggia Italian Market & Deli   George's Greek Café   
Honey Baked Ham    Hot Dog on a Stick  
Marie Callender's          Mr. B's Kettle Corn              
Orchid Moon (Italian Ice)   Outback Steakhouse  
Red Lobster Restaurant        Robeks Juice                    
Sbarro      Wingstop 

 

We hope that you will visit them and express your thanks for their generous 
participation.  All proceeds benefit our two Lakewood Libraries. 
 

We will also need volunteers to assist us with the event.  Anyone who inter-
ested in volunteering for the event, please call Marta at (562) 449-8669 or  
Irene at (562) 408-1345.  
 

Tickets for the event will be sold at the Nye and Iacoboni Libraries and 
City Hall.  Prices will remain the same as last year: $5.00 for 4 tickets and 
$10.00 for 10 tickets. 
 

Don't forget... mark your calendar for Saturday, June 26, from 4:00p.m. to  
9:30p.m. for fun, food, music and fireworks.  Come and celebrate the Fourth      
of July with us! 
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OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Tess Croft 
(562) 630-7118 
 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Winnie Heiss 
 
 

SECRETARY: 
Cyndee Allen 
 
TREASURER: 
Ricky Campbell 
 
 

PAST PRESIDENT: 
Margene Stevens 
 
 

CHAIRPERSONS 
 
BOOK STORE: 
Pat Hardy 
Ruth Dolim 
 
BOOK SALE: 
Sharon Roder 
Marta Maciel-Gonzalez 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
Marta Maciel-Gonzlaez 
Irene Bialecki 
 
HOSPITALITY: 
Liz Strange 
 
FUNDRAISING: 
Cyndee Allen 
 
NEWSLETTER: 
JoAnn Angeli 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Fatima Castaneda 
 
HISTORIAN: 
Irene Bialecki 
 
 
DIRECTORS–AT–LARGE  
 
Jack Allen 
Barbara Burke 
Michaelene Wagner 
Jeff Wood 
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Summer is the Time to READ! 

No matter your age we have something 
going on for you! 

 

“Make a Splash @ Your Library” 
Summer Reading Program for KIDS 

Our Annual Summer Reading Program  
(SRP) is just around the corner!  Sign ups 
begin June 21st and kids can come to the 
library for special programs on Wednes-
days at 3:00pm beginning June 23rd. 

 

“Catch the Reading Wave @ Your 
Library” Summer Reading Program 
for TEENS 

Don’t miss out on all the fun!  Kids 12 
and up are invited to join our Teen Sum-
mer Reading program.  Read books and 
win prizes and don’t forget to come for 

special programs on Thursdays at 3pm 
beginning June 24th! 

 

“Water Your Mind, READ” Summer 
Reading Program for ADULTS 

Why let the kids have all the fun? Join us 
this summer for programs, prizes, and 
more. 
 

  Children’s / Teen                                        
Summer 2010 Events Schedule 

 

Kid SRP Programs: Wednesdays @ 
3:00p.m., doors open at 2:45p.m. 

June 23: Bubble Mania 
June 30: Michael D. McCarty Storytelling  
July 7: Ahoy Matey Puppet Show 
July 14: Margo Gravelle Art Project -
limited to 40, ages 6-12; advanced regis-
tration required; registration begins June 
30th, in person at the library. 
July 21: Art Activity & Movie 
July 28: Dave Winstone Sea Shanties 
August 4: Art Activity & Movie 
August 11: Michael Rayner Juggling 
 
Note: Special Toddler & preschooler pro-
gram, Wednesday July 14th @ 11:000a.m.; 
doors open at 10:45a.m.- Melissa Green & 
GreenCircle Music 
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On Saturday, May 15th, the George 
Nye Library once again hosted its   
annual Family Reading Festival.  
Please see page 7 for more details and 
some wonderful photos of the event. 

Some other exciting news here at the 
Nye Library is that our new fish tank is 
in.  It's a salt water aquarium, which the 
staff is learning to maintain.  So far we 
have the "starter fish" which seem to be 
doing well.   
 
We will soon be adding bright, tropical 
fish, crabs, eels etc. so the children can 
learn about undersea life.  It is beauti-
ful and interesting, and once again we 
have the Friends to thank for funding  

it. The children are fascinated and the  
staff is really excited so thank you again 
for your generosity.  Please stop by the 
library to see it.  We would love to show 
it to you! 

 
We're also gearing up 
for our big Summer 
Reading Program 
now.  We have seven 
Friday programs  
planned including 
Buster Balloon and 

Swazzle Puppet Show.  We've already 
started the decorating and prize prepara-
tion.  Last year we had over 500 children 
signed up so we're hoping to surpass that   

number this year.  Anything to keep 
our kids reading during the summer!   
 
Thanks again for all you do and please 
come by and see us.  We love  to chat 
with our Friends! 
 

Teen SRP Programs: Thursdays @ 
3:00p.m. 

June 24, July 8, August 12: Get your game 
on Video Games 
July 1: Canvas bag art activity 
July 15: Cartoon Draw Shop 
July 22: Photo Art Activity 
July 29: Magic Show and Workshop 
August 5: Henna Body Art 
August 19: End of Summer Beach Party  

 

Other Programs 

Come. Sit. Stay. Read! 

Every Second Saturday- June 12 - Sept 11 
10:30a.m. – 12:00 noon 

Reading to therapy dogs; limited number 
of dogs, advanced registration suggested. 

 

Martha Speaks Read Aloud Book Club 
& Screenings  

Every Friday in July at 3:00p.m. 

Children must register in advance.  You 
may sign up for one or all six of the ses-
sions; Registration begins June 23rd in 
person, at the library. 
 

Teen Book Club 

Tuesdays July 27 - August 31 @ 3:00p.m.  
Sign up at the Summer Reading Desk. 
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just any books, mind you, but books about -
you guessed it - DOGS! In April of 2010, 
George Nye, Jr. also hosted the B.A.R.K. 
dogs for a pilot program, with an eye to-
wards starting a once a month program in 
the Fall. Thus, the library not only wel-
comes dogs but anyone who wants to read 
to them—just call and reserve your “spot”!  

To get more information about “Come. Sit. 
Stay. Read!” call (562) 866-1777 or visit the 
Iacoboni Library.  

To learn more about B.A.R.K., visit 
http://bark.web.officelive.com/default.aspx  
B.A.R.K. currently has 60 reading dog 
teams and welcomes any fully certified ther-
apy dog teams to join and become part of 
the reading dog program.  

Animals Reading with Kids, a non-profit 
organization that provides reading dog 
teams to Southern California libraries and 
schools. B.A.R.K. was founded in 2008 by 
Josie Gavieres and her dog Groucho and is 
made up of teams of dogs and their handlers 
who are rigorously tested and fully certified. 
Reed hoped she could get enough teams to 
start a reading dog program in the fall of 
2009. 

While waiting to hear back from B.A.R.K., 
Reed was approached by area school librar-
ian, Toni Jackson, whose yellow lab, Maile, 
had just become a certified therapy dog; 
Jackson also wanted to starting a reading 
dog program at the library. In August, Reed 
got word from B.A.R.K.— three therapy 
dog teams were available in September and 
Gavieres could commit to providing up to 
four teams every month thereafter. With the 
addition of Jackson and Maile, everything 
was in place: “Come. Sit. Stay. Read!” was 
a go.  

Since starting in September 2009, “Come. 
Sit Stay. Read!” has been held at Iacoboni 
on the second Saturday of every month from 
10:30 am until noon. Therapy dog teams 
come and listen to beginning and intermedi-
ate readers read aloud from books. And not  

Dogs in the Library ?!? Yes! “Reading” 
dogs have been visiting public libraries for 
awhile now and will continue to in Lake-
wood thanks to “Come. Sit. Stay. Read!” 
the on-going reading dog program at the 
Angelo M. Iacoboni Library.  

Reading aloud is important to a child’s de-
velopment of literacy; children who have 
difficulty reading usually have a hard time 
reading aloud in front of peers and adults 
because they fear being made fun of. Dogs 
provide a captivated, non-judgmental audi-
ence to whom children can read aloud with-
out being interrupted or criticized, while 
their handlers can gently help children with 
words that they might struggle with. In this 
manner, the dogs and handlers serve as 
“literacy mentors”. 

Evidence indicates that children in reading 
dog programs have greater self-esteem, 
better reading skills, and higher test scores.  

Children’s librarian, Carolyn Reed, had 
begun a dog reading program at her previ-
ous library and was eager to start something 
similar at the Iacoboni Library when she 
transferred in April 2009.  

Encouraged to pursue the idea by her super-
visor, Linda Dunne, Reed put a call out to a 
friend who volunteered for B.A.R.K., Beach 
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a year researching a 
mysterious disappear-
ance that has remained 
unsolved for nearly four 
decades. He enlists the 
help of Lisbeth 
Salander, an asocial 
punk who has been 
victimized and/or mis-
understood by authori-

ties throughout her life, but who also hap-
pens to be a brilliant computer hacker. 
And together the unlikely couple form a 
classic detective pair. When Blomkvist 
teams up with Salander, their delving into 
family secrets sheds a disturbing and 
shocking light on the four-decade-long 
puzzle. 

In this second novel, The Girl Who Played 
with Fire, Larsson's 
seething heroine,                   
Lisbeth Salander, once 
again finds herself 
paired with journalist 
Mikael Blomkvist on 
the trail of a sinister 
criminal enterprise. 
Only this time, Lisbeth 

must return to the darkness of her own 
past (more specifically, an event coldly 
known as "All the Evil") if she is to stay 
one step ahead—and alive. 

In this third novel in the trilogy, The Girl 
Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest, Lisbeth is 
planning her revenge 
against the men who 
tried to kill her, and 
even more importantly, 
revenge against the 
government which 
nearly destroyed her 
life. But first she must 
escape from the inten-
sive care unit and excul-
pate her name from the 
charges.  In order to succeed with the lat-
ter, Lisbeth will need the help of journalist 
Mikael Blomkvist. He is writing an expos-
ing article that will shake the Swedish 
government, the secret service and the 
whole country by its foundations of mur-
der that hangs over her head. 

An international publishing sensation, 
Larsson’s trilogy combines murder mys-
tery, family saga, love story and financial 
intrigue. 

Karl Stig-
Erland  
Larsson was 
a Swedish 
journalist 
and writer 
who died in 
2004 of a 
massive 
heart attack 
at the age of 
50. At his 
death, Lars-

son left the manuscripts of three completed 
but unpublished crime novels in a series, 
which  became known as the Millennium 
Trilogy and were published posthumously.  
He wrote them for his own pleasure after 
returning home from his job in the evening, 
making no attempt to get them published 
until shortly before his death.  

The first of these novels was published in 
Sweden in 2005 and has been published in 
English as The Girl with the Dragon Tat-
too.This debut thriller is a serious page-
turner.   

The story begins as Mikael Blomkvist,  a 
once-respected financial journalist, spends 

��&��.,���.�+$/��(�� Karl Stig-Erland Larsson �

Jon Scieszka is the 
second oldest of 
six sons born to 
his mother, Shirly 
Scieszka, a Regis-
tered Nurse, and 
his father, Louis 
Scieszka, an ele-
mentary school 
principal.  

 
Early on, Jon enrolled in Columbia Uni-
versity's writing program, where he re-
ceived a Master of Fine Arts in 1980.  
After graduating, Scieszka worked in a 
variety of capacities including teaching at 
an elementary school (mostly second 
grade) and writing for magazines.   
 
According to Scieszka, he writes books 
because he loves to make kids laugh. 
Most of his works have come via col-
laborations with illustrator Lane Smith, 
who does the artwork for Scieszka's 
words. 

One of their noted collaborations is The 
Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stu-
pid Tales. According to Amazon.com., 
the book “retells--and wreaks havoc on--

the allegories we all 
thought we knew by 
heart. In these irrev-
erent variations on 
well-known themes, 
the ugly duckling 
grows up to be an 
ugly duck, and the 
princess who kisses 

the frog wins only a mouthful of amphib-
ian slime… Characters slide in and out of 
tales; Cinderella rebuffs Rumpelstiltskin, 
and the Giant at the top of the beanstalk 
snacks on the Little Red Hen. There are 
no lessons to be learned or morals to take 
to heart--just good, sarcastic fun that 
smart-alecks of all ages will love.” 
 
Another book written and illustrated by 
this dynamic duo is The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs, as told by, Alexander T. 

Wolf.  In this book, “Mr. Wolf” ex-
plains his side of the story which be-
gins with him innocently venturing to 
his neighbor’s house to borrow a cup of 
sugar for his granny’s birthday cake.  
 
After a lot of 
sneezing brought 
on by a very bad 
cold, the police 
find Al Wolf try-
ing to knock the 
third pig’s door 
down with the 
other two pigs in 
his belly… it’s not as bad as it sounds; 
he was framed! 
 
In his autobiography, Knucklehead: 
Tall Tales and Almost True Stories of 
Growing Up Scieszka, Scieszka notes 
his inspiration for much of his work 
comes from the "strange things" that 
happened to him while growing up 
with his brothers.  
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The Friends of the Lakewood Libraries 
would like to thank everyone who volun-
teered at our Spring Book Sale.  We are 
happy to announce that the event raised 
$4,667 for our two libraries! 
 
We’d like to say a special thank you to 
the Junior Air Force ROTC who helped 
move 300 boxes of books from storage 
and also help re-pack the leftovers.   
Unfortunately, the ROTC program at 
Mayfair High School has been temporar-
ily discontinued due to lack of funding. 
We will definitely miss their help.   

Many people ask what we do 
with our leftover books.  
You’ll be pleased to hear that 
we distribute our books to a 
variety of great organizations 
and individuals with worthy 
causes. 
 
Here is a breakdown of our 
leftover donations for this 
book sale: 
 

20 boxes each - Pavilion’s - The stores 
sell the books and then donate the pro-
ceeds to Muscular Dystrophy in the 
Spring and Breast Cancer Research in         
the Fall.   
 

14 boxes - Norwalk Public Library - The 
Library uses these books to supplement 
what they collect for their book sale.   
 

5 boxes - Oasis Senior Group - They will 
uses these boxes of children and teacher 
books to tutor children.   
 

4 boxes - Veteran's Hospital -  for read-
ing enjoyment for our veterans. 
 

3 boxes - Weingart Senior Center – for 
the reading enjoyment of our Senior        
Citizens. 

2 boxes - Burns Center – for the patients 
reading enjoyment. 
 

1 box - Eagles -  for their reading enjoy-
ment. 
 
Lastly, both the Rotary and Michael 
Johnston received several boxes to send 
to the Philippines to help the children 
read and learn English.  

 Thank you everyone who helped with 
the sale and those who purchased books.  
 
Together, we make a difference in our 
community! 
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This year’s Family Reading Festival was 
really extra special.  We had over 450 
children, parents, grandparents , aunts, 
uncles and family friends, enjoying pony 
rides, storytelling, juggling, balloon 
twisting, games and face painting.   
 
The day began early in the morning with 
the Girl Scouts and members of  the 
Friends of the Lakewood Libraries arriv-
ing early to help get things set up. 
 
Thank you to Rita Allen and her Girl 
Scout Troop, who provided the pop up 
tents as well as the popcorn and snow 
cones. 

Next to set up was the refreshment area.  
As always, our own Mickey & Bob 
Wagner provided the hot dogs and they 
were helped by several FoLL members, 
Barbara, and Irene (who also “double 
dutied” as our photographer). Liz and 
JoAnn took care of setting up and selling 
the drinks and chips.   
 
Sharon and Ricky helped at the registra-
tion/book table and Marta manned the 
FoLL membership table. 

The event officially began at 11:00a.m. 
with pony rides, which were a big hit, as 
always. 

Then, at noon, Abbit the Average 
stopped by with his magic and juggling 
act.  As you can see from the photo, the 
kids were enthralled! 
 
All during the event, the children had the 
opportunity to have their faces painted 
by members of the Girl Scouts and many 
kids took advantage of the opportunity to 
be made up like clowns, bugs, flowers, 
etc. 

There was also a fishing pond, where the 
children could test their skills with a 
fishing pole to win fun prizes! 

At 1:00p.m. the kids were treated to a 
wildly imaginative Balloon Twister, who 
turned ordinary balloons into works of art 
including, monkeys in trees, bubble-
blowing fish, cute pink pigs, adorable 
frogs and many more fun creatures. 

All of the kids (and parents too) seemed to 
enjoy the day and everyone looked for-
ward to next year’s event. 

Once again thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts, to everyone who helped make 
this event a success. 
 
It was a wonderful community event! 
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9/29/10 - 10/3/10: Fall Book Sale                                                               
                at the Iacoboni Library 

10/7/10: FoLL Board Meeting 
               at the Iacoboni Library 
 
11/7/10: FoLL Annual General Membership Meeting 
               at Mayfair Park 

FRIENDS OF THE LAKEWOOD LIBRARIES 

4990 Clark Avenue 

Lakewood, CA 90712-2676 

 

 

This coupon is valid for  

$1.00 off  
any purchase of $5.00 or more  

at the Friends of the Lakewood Libraries Book Store  

located in the Iacoboni Library 
4990 Clark Avenue 

Lakewood, CA 90712 

(expires 6/30/10) 

County of Los Angeles FRAUD Hotline  

(800) 544-6861 or (213) 974-0914  -  24 Hours / 7 Days a Week  

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Permit 60180 

 

6/1/10 - 8/31/10:  Summer Reading Program                 
                   

6/26/10:  Lakewood Block Party (Taste of Lakewood) 

 
9/2/10: FoLL Board Meeting 
               at the Iacoboni Library 


