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From Publisher’s Weekly: 
Nigerian-born Jesuit priest 

Uwem   
Akpan 
transports 
the reader 
into gritty 
scenes of 
chaos and 
fear in his 
rich debut 
collection of 
five long 

stories set in war-torn Africa.  
 

“An Ex-mas Feast” tells the 
heartbreaking story of eight-
year-old Jigana, a Kenyan 
boy whose 12-year-old sis-
ter, Maisha, works as a pros-

titute to support her family. 
Jigana's mother quells the 
children's hunger by having 
them sniff glue while they 
wait for Maisha to earn 
enough to bring home a holi-
day meal.  
 

In “Luxurious Hearses”,  
Jubril, a teenage Muslim, 
flees the violence in northern 
Nigeria. Attacked by his own 
Muslim neighbors, his only 
way out is on a bus trans-
porting Christians to the 
south.  
 

In “Fattening for Gabon”,  
10-year-old Kotchikpa and 
his younger sister are sent by 

their sick parents to live with 
their uncle, 
Fofo Kpee, 
who in turn 
explains to 
the children 
that they are 
going to live 
with their 
prosperous 
godparents, who, as Kotchikpa 
pieces together, are actually 
human traffickers. 
  
Akpan's prose is beautiful and 
his stories are insightful and 
revealing, made even more 
harrowing because all the hor-
ror - and there is much - is seen 
through the eyes of children. 

Angelo Iacoboni Library                  George Nye, Jr. Library 

4990 Clark Avenue   6600 Del Amo Boulevard 
Lakewood, CA 90712-2676  Lakewood, CA 90713-2206 
(562) 866-1777   (562) 421-8497 
 

              Hours:     Hours: 
Mon – Thurs        10 – 8                  Sun – Mon        CLOSED 
Friday             10 – 6  Tues – Wed       12 – 8 
Saturday              10 – 5  Thurs – Fri        12 – 6 
Sunday               1 – 5   Saturday            10 – 5 
 

FoLL Website:  lakewoodlibraryfriends.org 

President’s Message 2 

News from Nye 3 

Iacoboni Update 3 

SPRING BOOK SALE 4 

Author Spotlight 5 

��������	������
���

La
ke

w
oo

d 
 

Li
br

ar
y 

N
ew

s
 

�
��

��
��

��
	�

�

��

��

�

��
		

��
��

��

�

��
�


�
��

��
��

��
��

��
��������	��

�


���
���
To celebrate         
National Library 
Week, this year the 
Friends of the 
Lakewood Libraries 
will be hosting a 
“NON-EVENT” 
fundraiser.  For 
those of you unfa-
miliar with a Non-Event 
Fundraiser, allow us this op-
portunity to acquaint you 
with the concept. 
 
Fundraising events tradition-
ally involve some sort of 
dinner, auction, raffle, etc.  
That usually involves pur-
chasing tickets, sponsoring 
tables and maybe even buy-
ing an auction item or two.   

There will be no 
purchasing tick-
ets, no sponsor-
ing tables, no 
buying auction 
items or even 
purchasing a new 
outfit for the 
occasion.   

 
Instead, you will be asked to 
stay home and relax, but 
while doing so, to please 
consider making a donation 
to your libraries. 
 
Be on the lookout for your 
“invitation” to our NON-
EVENT”, coming in the mail 
to you soon, and thank you 
in advance for your support! 

In many instances it also in-
cludes the purchase or rental 
of a dress or tuxedo. 
 
This year, in an effort to 
make things easier for every-
one, we thought we would 
hold a “make-believe” event 
and ask you all to participate 
by making a donation (of any 
size), to help make the “non-
event” a success.  



March Corner 
 
Dear FoLL Members,  
 

Welcome to the 2010 Friends of the Lakewood Libraries Board! 
 

We are off to a great start.  We are delighted to have with us enthusiastic and capable members 
who are willing to take on the work and challenges in promoting our goal; to enhance pro-
grams, services, and materials of Angelo M. Iacoboni and George Nye, Jr. Libraries through 
public awareness, cultural programs and private funding. 
 

We appreciate the progress that has been accomplished so far and we aim to work hard, be 
productive and share the fun with the libraries, members, volunteers and especially our sup-
porters. 
 

Join us at our Book Sales, visit our Book Store, participate at our annual events and come                     
celebrate with us at the Taste of Lakewood during the Civic Center Block Party.  Help us 
achieve our goal and have a marvelous time doing it.  Be a great Friend of the Libraries.  
   
You are welcome to attend our Board Meetings.  Our 2010 schedule is as follows: 
 

 
January  7, 2010   February 4, 2010   March 4, 2010 
   
April 1, 2010   May  6, 2010   June 3, 2010               
   
August 5, 2010   September 2, 2010  October 7, 2010 
 
Meetings are held in the Iacoboni Library Community Room and start promptly at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Our November General Membership Meeting  has not been scheduled as of yet.  Date, time 
and location will be made available as soon as details are confirmed.. 
 

Lastly, please take a moment and visit our new website at lakewoodlibraryfriends.org.  
 

Enjoy the Spring!    
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OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Tess Croft 
(562) 630-7118 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Winnie Heiss 
 
SECRETARY: 
Cyndee Allen 
 
TREASURER: 
Ricky Campbell 
 
PAST PRESIDENT: 
Margene Stevens 
 
 
CHAIRPERSONS 
 
NEWSLETTER: 
JoAnn Angeli 
 
BOOK STORE: 
Pat Hardy 
Ruth Dolim 
 
BOOK SALE: 
Sharon Roder 
Marta Maciel-Gonzalez 
 
FUNDRAISING: 
Cyndee Allen 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Fatima Castaneda 
 
HISTORIAN: 
Irene Bialecki 
 
 
 
DIRECTORS–AT–LARGE  
 
Jack Allen 
Barbara Burke 
Michaelene Wagner 
Jeff Wood 
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The start of a new year brings another 
new face to the Angelo M. Iacoboni 
library!  It is my pleasure to introduce 
you to our new Reference Librarian, 
Robert Kitagawa.  Robert recently 
joined our staff, taking over the Audio- 
Visual department left vacant by the 
departure of Angel Nicolas.   
 
Robert was born in Japan, Kochi-
Prefecture, and came to the U.S.A. 
when he was four years old.  He at-
tended "California Polytechnic Univer-
sity, Pomona" and graduated with a 
degree in "Electrical Engineering."            
 

Before coming to librarianship he 
worked in Aerospace at General Dy-
namics, Douglas Aircraft, and Boeing.   
 
He received his Masters in Library and 
Information Science from San Jose 
State and began his career as a part-time 
librarian for the Los Angeles Public 
Library at the Malibu library and was 
then hired as a Reference Librarian at El 
Monte.  Robert then transferred to the 
Montebello Regional Library where he 
was the Periodicals/Reference librarian.  
 
We are happy to have him join our staff. 
Please make him feel welcomed to our 
community by saying hello the next 
time you visit. 
 
Children’s Librarian, Carolyn Reed, has 
some wonderful children’s programs 
planned for the upcoming months in-
cluding our on-going programs like 
story times Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 11am, and the “Come, Sit, Stay, 
READ” program with local therapy 
dogs.   
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It's been a busy Fall here at the Nye 
Library!  We had over 400 entries for 
our annual bookmark contest and the 
winners are truly amazing.  There is so 
much artistic talent here in Lakewood 
among our school children!  We gave 
out certificates and prizes at the awards 
program here at the library and in Feb-
ruary our winners received a certificate 
from Mayor Todd Rogers, at Lakewood 
Celebrates.  Come by the library and 
see the beautiful display of bookmarks! 
 

Everyone (kids, parents and grandpar-
ents… some in costume!) enjoyed the 
Halloween Program with children's 
magician, Tony Daniels.  It was a 
spooky show with lots of fun tricks, 
and refreshments and goody bags 
rounded out the afternoon.  We are 
grateful to the Friends for providing the 
funds that allow us to put on quality 
programming at the library for the 
benefit of the community. 
 

We had six “Family Place Play Dates” 
in September and October and we've 
planned many more for the beginning of 
2010.  These play dates are a special 
time designed for children ages 1-3 to 
foster a love of books and the li-
brary.  The parents and children play 
with the educational toys and enjoy cir-
cle time which includes storytime, sing-
ing and finger plays led by the librar-
ian.  These play dates have been very 
popular with the community and help 
young parents and children get to know 
other families in the neighborhood. 
 
On a sad note we lost our assistant, 
Tammy Delgado in November, to a 
long, serious illness.  The staff all miss 
her very much as do our customers.  We 
thank the Friends for their donation in 
her memory.  We are concentrating on 
going forward with our work here at the 
library because we know that that’s what 
she would have wanted. 

We held our annual Polar Express 
Holiday Storytime in December, which 
included holiday stories, art activities, 
singing and refreshments.  The kids all 
had a good time "ringing" in the holi-
days with the bells that were provided.   
 
Thanks again to the Friends for being 
so generous.   Please drop by the li-
brary to say hi. We always enjoy seeing 
our Friends! 
 

We also have a special program entitled 
“Adventures in Dog Sledding” on 
March 3rd at 6pm which is sponsored by 
our Friends.  Be on the look out for 
other special programs in the coming 
months. 
 
Carolyn and I were also pleased to 
honor the Library’s bookmark contest 
winners at February’s Lakewood Cele-
brates.  Because of the generosity of the 
Friends of the Lakewood Libraries, each 
winner was given professionally printed 
copies of their design to share with fam-
ily and friends.  What a positive promo-
tion for the library! 
 
The past few months have been a busy 
time for us at the library and I want to 
thank you for all you do to help us pro-
vide programs and services to those 
who walk through our doors – we truly 
appreciate our Friends. 
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Friends of the Lakewood Libraries 

BOOK SALE 
 

Iacoboni Library 
4990 Clark Avenue (at Del Amo Blvd.) 

Lakewood, CA 90712 
562-866-1777 

 

Saturday, March 20, 2010 
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

GENERAL PUBLIC WELCOME 
 

By Invitation Only  
 

Thursday, March 18, 2010 
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

FOLL Members & Disabled Customers only 
 

Friday, March 19, 2010 
10:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

FOLL Members & Disabled Customers only 

 (Memberships are available at the door for Thursday and Friday shopping.) 

 
LARGE SELECTION OF 

 
 Fiction, Mystery, Romance, Non-Fiction, Sci-Fi, Self-Help and Spirituality Books 

 
 

 Hardback Books… 1.00 and up 

Paperback Books … $ .50 

Textbooks, Encyclopedias, Computer, Children’s,  
Teacher’s Table & Unusual Books. 

Priced as Marked  

 
 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY    www.colapublib.org 
 

County of Los Angeles FRAUD Hotline (800) 544-6861 or (213) 974-0914 -  24 Hours / 7 Days a Week                                                                 
For ADA accommodation, such as sign language interpreter, materials in alternate format or access to the facility,                                                      

call (562) 868-0770 (voice) or (562) 868-8900 (TTY), Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30, at least six business days prior to event. 



begins with an unusual request: an 
eighty-two-year-old rabbi from Albom's 
old hometown asks him to deliver his 
eulogy. Feeling unworthy, Albom in-
sists on understanding the man better, 
which throws him back into a world of 
faith he'd left years ago.  
 

Meanwhile, closer to his current home, 
Albom becomes involved with a Detroit 
pastor--a reformed drug dealer and con-
vict--who preaches to the poor and 
homeless in a decaying church with a 
hole in its roof.  
 

Moving between their worlds, Christian 
and Jewish, African-American and 
white, impover-
ished and well-
to-do, Albom 
observes how 
these very dif-
ferent men em-
ploy faith simi-
larly in fighting 
for survival: the 
older, suburban 
rabbi embracing 
it as death ap-
proaches; the 

younger, inner-city pastor relying on it 
to keep himself and his church afloat.  
 

As America struggles with hard times 
and people turn more to their beliefs, 
Albom and the two men of God explore 
issues that perplex modern man: how to 
endure when difficult things happen; 
what heaven is; intermarriage; forgive-
ness; doubting God; and the importance 
of faith in trying times. Although the 
texts, prayers, and histories are differ-
ent, Albom begins to recognize a strik-
ing unity between the two worlds--and 
indeed, between beliefs everywhere.  
 

In the end, as the rabbi nears death and 
a harsh winter threatens the pastor's 
wobbly church, Albom sadly fulfills the 
rabbi's last request and writes the 
eulogy. And he finally understands what 
both men had been teaching all along: 
the profound comfort of believing in 
something bigger than yourself.  
 

Have a Little Faith is a book about a 
life's purpose; about losing belief and 
finding it again; about the divine spark 
inside us all. It is one man's journey, but 
it is everyone's story.  

Mitch 
Albom is 
a best-
selling 
author, 
journalist, 
screen-
writer, 
radio and 
television 
broad-
caster. His 
books 

have sold over 26 million copies world-
wide. Having achieved national recogni-
tion for his sports writing in the earlier 
part of his career, he is perhaps best 
known now for the inspirational stories 
and themes that weave through his 
books, plays and films.  
 

In Have a Little Faith, Mitch Albom of-
fers a beautifully written story of a re-
markable eight-year journey between two 
worlds--two men, two faiths, two com-
munities--that will inspire readers every-
where.   
 

Albom's first nonfiction book since Tues-
days with Morrie, Have a Little Faith 
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Robert     
Lawrence 
(R.L.) Stine 
was born on 
October 8, 
1943 in Bexley, 
Ohio.   
 
Stine began his 
writing career 
when he was 

nine years old, and today he has achieved 
the position of the bestselling children's 
author in history.   
 
Often called the “Stephen King” of chil-
dren’s literature, is the author of hun-
dreds of horror fiction novels, including 
the books in the Goosebumps, Rotten 
School, Mostly Ghostly and Fear Street 
series. He is currently working on the 
Goosebumps HorrorLand series. 

Stine wrote his first teen horror novel, 
Blind Date in 1986.  In 1990, he teamed 
up with Parachute Press to create Fear 
Street. In 1992, Stine attempted at writing 
comedy by creating a series called Space 
Cadets which lasted only three books. 
Later in the year, Stine and Parachute 
went on to launch Goosebumps.  
 

According to Forbes List of the 40 best 
paid Entertainers of 1996-97, Stine placed 
36th with an income of $41 million for 
the fiscal year. His books have been trans-

lated into 32 languages and have sold 
over 300 million copies worldwide, 
landing on bestseller lists world wide.  
 

R. L. Stine has received numerous 
awards of recognition, including sev-
eral Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards 
and Disney Adventures Kids' Choice 
Awards, and he has been selected by 
kids as one of their favorite authors in 
the NEA's Read Across America pro-
gram.  He and his wife, Jane live in 
New York, NY. 
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On Sunday, November 8, 2009, the 
Friends of the Lakewood Libraries held 
their Annual General Meeting  and In-
stallation at Mayfair Park. 

The room was decked out in red, white 
and black with “magic themed” center-
pieces .  The theme of this year’s gath-
ering  was “The Magic of Reading”       
and the entertainment was provided     
by Magician, Joel Ward.   

Joel's high energy and original magic 
amazed the guests at the event, as he 
made things appear and disappear. His 
magical talent ranged from comical 
audience participation to interactive 
close-up magic tricks. 

Over 90 people attended the 
event and enjoyed the appe-
tizers, drinks and entertain-
ment.   

Lakewood Mayor  Todd 
Rogers did the honors and 
swore in the new FoLL 
Board of Directors, includ-
ing our new Executive 
Team, comprised of Tess 
Croft (President), Winnie 
Heiss, (Vice President), 
Cyndee Allen (Secretary)  

and Ricky Campbell (Treasurer). 

Congratulations to the newly elected 
officers!  Here’s wishing you a very 
successful year. 
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On Sunday, November  22, 2009,  the 
Iacoboni Library had a special visit from  
Santa Claus. 
 
Between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 
4:00p.m., Santa met and posed with 
many children and their families. 
 
For many of the little ones, it was the 
first time meeting the bearded man and 

as you would expect, several 
of them weren’t quite sure 
what to make of him. 
 
Those children who were old 
enough to recognize Santa 
couldn’t wait to sit on his lap 
and tell him what they wanted 
for Christmas. 
 
Members of the FoLL Fund-
raising Committee organized 
this event/fundraiser  and it 
was honestly hard to tell who 

enjoyed it more… the children or the 
FoLL Members! 
 
The FoLL Fundraising Committee would 
like to give a REALLY BIG THANKS to 
Linda Dunne, County Librarian, for  
introducing us to Santa, and  to Tim  
Anderson for making sure that Santa was 
able to squeeze us into his busy holiday 
schedule.  We certainly could not have 

 held this event without them!  
We hope to make this an annual event 
and we invite everyone in the commu-
nity to stop by later on this year and 
have their photo taken with Santa for 
just $5.00.  What a great way to have 
some fun and support your libraries at 
the same time! 
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It’s time to renew your Friends Membership. 
  

Remember… your membership benefits are many: 
  

· “Early Bird Book Sale Shopping” for Semi-Annual Book Sales 
 

· Newsletters to keep you updated   on events such as Book Sales, Book Reviews, Guest Speakers, Taste of Lake-
wood 

  

· 10% discount at the “Friends of the Libraries” Book Store, located inside the Iacoboni Library 
  

· 10% discount at the Book Sale Table located inside the Nye Library 
 

· A nd… your Membership is Tax Deductible! 
  
Please complete the envelope renewal form, provided for your convenience and mail  it today… or return it to a member of 

the library or bookstore staff. 
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4/1/10:  FoLL Board Meeting  
 at the Iacoboni Library 
 
5/6/10:  FoLL Board Meeting                      
 at the Iacoboni Library 
 
5/15:  Family Reading Festival 
(Nye Library - 2:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m.) 
 
 

+�!�.��$����	�	&�
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6/1/10 - 8/31/10: Summer Reading    
 Program   
 

6/3/10:  FoLL Board Meeting                          
 at the Iacoboni Library 
 

6/26/10:  Taste of Lakewood 

 

3/18/10– 3/20/10:  Book Sale                                          
This 3-day event will be held at the  
Iacoboni Library. 

3/18:  Disabled Guests &                                               
    FOLL Members Only 

3/19:  FOLL Members Only 

3/20:  General Public 

FRIENDS OF THE LAKEWOOD LIBRARIES 
4990 Clark Avenue 
Lakewood, CA 90712-2676 

requesting more information about him.  
From this point on the story just takes off 
and you hate to set it down. 
 

Through Dawsey, Juliet becomes ac-
quainted with all of the members of the 
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society.  They are a group of very unique 
and interesting characters that have been 
drawn together because of their love of 
books and each other.  Juliet eventually 
journeys to Guernsey and a lot of the 
unexpected happens. 
 

Pick up the book and enjoy the trip with 
Juliet.  

editor Sidney.  From the onset you get 
drawn into what life was like in London 
after World War II.  The story then 
moves on to the island of Guernsey in 
the English Channel. Guernsey had en-
dured Nazi occupation during the war 
and due to this occupation The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato Peel Society was 
formed. 
 

Early into the book Juliet receives a let-
ter from Dawsey, a resident of Guernsey.  
Dawsey is in possession of a book that 
has Juliet’s name and address written 
inside.  Dawsey writes to Juliet about his 
shared admiration of the author and is 

If you haven’t al-
ready done so may I 
strongly suggest you 
read The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society, 
written by Mary Ann 
Shaffer and Annie 
Barrows.  It is the 
moving story  of a 
bevy of people writ-

ten in letter form to one another.   
 
The story begins in London, 1946, with 
the main character Juliet writing to her  

County of Los Angeles FRAUD Hotline  
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