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2010 General Meeting 
On Sunday, Nov. 7, 2010 the Friends of the Lakewood Libraries held their Annual 
General Meeting and Installation of 2011 Officers at Mayfair Park; comedy 
entertainment was provided by Renaissance actors Shawn Donohugh and Sabrina 
Robinson. The event provided a chance to meet new friends as well as an 
opportunity to renew previous friendships. We sincerely hope that you will join us 
next November. 
 
Your 2011 FOLL Board of Directors: 
Officers 
President – Barbara Burke   Vice President – Tess Croft 
Secretary – Fatima Castañeda-Gutierrez Treasurer – Ricky Campbell 
Chairpersons 
Book Store –   Pat Hardy    Book Sale – Sharon Roder 

Ruth Dolim    Hospitality – Gwen Travis  
Membership – Winnie Heiss   Website – Jeff Wood 
Newsletter – Ana Croft    
Directors-At-Large 
Jack Allen  Michelle Joyce 
Margene Stevens Michaelene Wagner 

You may have noticed that the FOLL Newsletter has a new editor, and a new look! My name is Ana Croft, and I’m proud to be your new 

newsletter editor. I’d like to introduce myself: I have lived in Lakewood for 25 years, and volunteered with FOLL since 2002. I’ve 

always been an avid reader and a fan of our Lakewood Libraries. I can remember receiving my first library card from Iacoboni Library at 

the age of 5. I’ve worked in a large retail bookstore, and a Mom n’ Pop Comic Book store in Bellflower. My favorite genres are Fiction, 

Science Fiction, and True Crime. The most recent book I’ve read was “Between Silk and Cyanide:  A Codemaker’s War” by Leo Marks, 

a fascinating look at wartime espionage. I look forward to serving you as FOLL’s Newsletter Editor, and encourage you as readers to get 

involved with the newsletter. Drop us a line and let us know what you’re reading right now, or tell us about a library event you’ve 

attended. 

A Note from the Editor 

WWW.LAKEWOODLIBRARYFRIENDS.ORG 
 

Angelo Iacoboni Library George Nye, Jr. Library 
   4990 Clark Ave                      6600 Del Amo Blvd 
   Lakewood, CA      Lakewood, CA 
          90712-2676           90713-2206 
Hours:      Hours: 
Sun-Mon       CLOSED    Sun-Mon      CLOSED 
Tues-Thurs    10-8     Tues-Thurs   10-8 
Fri-Sat      8-6     Fri-Sat        8-6 
 

 

FOLL Newsletter 

Shawn Donohugh and Sabrina 
Robinson as Henry VIII and 
Catherine of Aragon 



Friends -  

It is my distinct pleasure to serve as President of the Friends 

of Lakewood Libraries this year. I have several goals in 

mind. I want to increase membership so we can provide 

additional programs for the Friends and the Libraries. To that 

extent, I would love to have each of you share this newsletter 

with a non-member. If you are able to share membership 

forms at a church, synagogue, school, etc., please leave a 

message on our website www.lakewoodlibraryfriends.org,  

and we will send the forms out to you. 

My additional goals are to increase the number of volunteers 

and to get as many member e-mail addresses as we can, so 

we will be able to share information with you. There is a area 

on our membership form for your e-mail information. This 

information will not be shared with anyone else. 

 

As our State funds dwindle, so do the funds that our libraries 

receive. It is crucial that we all do what we can to help 

support our libraries. 

    -Barbara  Burke, 

    FOLL President 

Become a “Friend of the Lakewood Libraries” 
and enjoy the benefits and activities available to 
you as you support our libraries, Iacoboni and 
Nye.  
 I received a letter of response dated January 25 
from the Office of Constituent Affairs (Office 
of the Governor) stating, ‘Governor Brown’s 
Budget proposes a far-reaching realignment of 
government functions by restoring to local 
government authority to make decisions that 
are best made closer to the people, not in 
Sacramento. Over the past five years, public 
libraries have been the hardest hit segments of 
local government and yet our libraries have 
experienced an 11% increase in use, which 
alone is an excellent reason to join FoLL 
(Friends of the Lakewood Libraries). Become 
“United” in supporting our Libraries; about 90-
95% of all funds donated or raised by FoLL are 
distributed to the Lakewood Libraries.  
Benefits to you personally include, “Early Bird 
Book Sale Shopping” for Semi-Annual Book 
Sales, 10% discount at the “Friends of 
Lakewood Libraries Book Store, located 
inside the Iacoboni Library, and this Newsletter 
to keep you updated on the latest happenings. 
 

President’s Letter 
We’d Love to Hear 

From You! 

The FOLL Newsletter      

welcomes articles and 

submissions from our members, 

as well as comments/suggestions 

for our newsletter.  
Please submit all 

articles/comments for review to 

the editor, at: 

anacroft@rocketmail.com 

Membership News 
By Winnie Heiss 

The Friends of the Lakewood Libraries is looking for 
volunteers to help out with their many activities. 
Join a fun group of dedicated individuals whose purpose is 
to enhance the programs, services and materials of the 
Angelo M. Iacoboni and George Nye, Jr. Libraries through 
public awareness, programs and fundraising. 
 
There are many ways to get involved: 

·  Work in our Book Store 
·  Volunteer at our semi-annual Book Sales 
·  Volunteer at the “Taste of Lakewood” 
·  Join our FOLL Board 

 
If you are interested in getting involved, please check out 
our website and fill out our Volunteer Contact Form. 



   
We're busy planning our 2011 this month, there's lots going on!  We 
started our new series of Family Place Play Dates in Jan.  These are 
held on Wed. mornings at 11:00.  We set out the educational toys in 
stations and play with the kids for about a 1/2 hour.  Then we have circle 
time which includes a story from a "big book" and singing and 
fingerplays.  After that we serve a snack.  These play dates are for children 
1-3 and give the kids a chance to play with parents and peers and for the 
parents to meet other families in the neighborhood. We usually have about 
20 parents and kids each Wed.  Come on and join the fun if you have a 
child or grandchild that likes to play! 
 
We're gearing up for our annual Family Reading Festival in May.  This 
will be a fun day filled with pony rides, face painting, musical guests, 
games and food. We're always pleased to have our Friends volunteer to 
help, it's a great way to meet the people in the community and have a fun 
day in the park!  Hope to see you there! 
We're also busy planning another Reading with Dogs event for April and 
the Summer Reading Program coming up.  Stop by and see our newly 
reorganized teen area, we're hoping to attract more teens to the library and 
promoting our teen collection.  Hope to see you in the library, we're 
always happy to see our "Friends"! 
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In Our Libraries  

News from George Nye, Jr. Library 
By Carol Burke, 

Community Library Manager 
 

By Sarah Comfort, Community 
Library Manager 

 
TEEN PROGRAMS 
 
Iacoboni Library is offering Lakewood teens a 
mix of academic as well as socially-oriented 
programming for Spring.  February programs 
include:  the Homework Lounge, giving 
students access to laptops and a large space for 
group study; a Make Sweets for Your Sweet 
session, in which teens will learn how to make 
simple chocolate treats; and Game Day returns 
as a monthly activity.  March events will include 
activities for ALA's annual Teen Tech Week, as 
well as a Financial Planning for Teens 
workshop.  Iacoboni Library will also be re-
teaming with Kaplan Test Prep to offer free 
practice sessions for the SAT exam throughout 
March and April.  Please contact the library for 
dates and times or visit the library’s website 
http://colapublib.org 
 
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
Family Storytime Tuesdays at 6:00pm 
Preschool Storytime Wednesdays at 11:00 am 
Come. Sit. Stay. READ!  - Practice your reading 
skills by reading to a BARK Therapy Dog.  This 
program is held the second Saturday of every 
month from 11:00am-12:30pm. 
 
Thanks to our Friends we have some plans in 
the works for special programs in March and 
April, in addition to our ongoing Children’s 
programs.  Visit the library for more 
information! 
 
ADULT PROGRAMS 
 
Join us Thursday, April 7, 2011 for a Middle 
Eastern Dance performance by 
Anaheed.  This event is FREE and sponsored by 
the Friends of the Lakewood Libraries. 
 

“A great book should leave you with many experiences, and slightly exhausted. You should live 
several lives while reading it.” 

- William Styron, American Writer and 
Novelist 

Iacoboni Library News 1. It's free! I love browsing new books and magazines. It's a wonderful 
respite after a long day of work or a stop in on the weekend.  Libraries are 
quiet spaces and I can unwind with literature there. 
2. Community. From the friendly and knowledgeable librarians to the 
regulars who come in to read and/or research, it's one big happy family in 
Lakewood. 
3. Programs. As the mother of two young boys, I enjoy taking them to the 
library for family reading time, reading with dogs, holiday celebrations and 
the summer reading programs. When the fun is done, they actually pick up 
books and start reading.  Imagine that, reading outside of school and for fun! 
4. FOLL Bookstore. Whether I need my fill of celebrity gossip, want to try 
out a new recipe or am in the mood for a romance novel, the bookstore run 
by the Friends of the Lakewood Library has it all and at a very affordable 
price. In fact, I get a discount for being a FOLL member. Besides, I love to 
reuse and recycle! 
 
Libraries are inclusive public spaces and I invite you to drop in and support 
your local library often! 
 

Top 4 Reasons Why I love the Lakewood Libraries 
   By Fatima Castañeda-Gutierrez 



 

SPRING 2011 ISSUE 8 

Upcoming FOLL  Events 
 

March 3 – FOLL Board Meeting    May 14 – Family Reading Festival, Nye Library 

April 1- Book Sale, Iacoboni Library   June 2 – FOLL Board Meeting 

April 7 – Middle Eastern Dance Program,    July 7 – FOLL Board Meeting 

 Iacoboni Library     August 4 – FOLL Board Meeting 

April 7 – FOLL Board Meeting    September 1 – FOLL Board Meeting 

April 16 – County Library Book Sale   October 6 – FOLL Board Meeting 

May 5 – FOLL Board Meeting    November 6 – General Membership Meeting 

Friends of the Lakewood 
Libraries 

 
4990 Clark Ave 

Lakewood, CA 90712-2676 

 

WWW.LAKEWOODLIBRARYFRIENDS.ORG  
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